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Luke 16- Parable of the Shrewd Manager- Sermon from Jan 25, 2020  
Small Group Notes 

 

• Why, do you think, people often feel uncomfortable talking about money?   

• What issues or anxieties might this raise for people, even if they are actually very 

good with their money? 

• Why is this area a dangerous one when it comes to our hearts? 

 

Read Luke 16:1-8 
The parable of the Shrewd Manager is a great example of how a parable can be 

misunderstood. 

 

• In what ways do you think this parable could be misunderstood? 

• What does it take then to properly understand a parable?   

• How can we be careful to not go beyond the text? 

 

The Shrewd Manager was clever.  He’s been caught.  He knows his time is running out, so 

he uses his remaining hours, in a surprising way, to swindle his master.  His goal is to win 

favour with the people he’s helping.  The master discovers this, and it says he commends 

him.  Basically, as he is kicking him out the door, he’s like, ‘I hate you, but wow you got 

me, that was clever’. 

 

People can sometimes be super clever in what they will do to get money. 

 

• When have you been impressed by ways people have found to get money (legal or 

illegal)? 

 

Read Luke 16:8 
Jesus wants us to be clever in getting what really matters. 

 

• Why do you think people are generally very clever in what they will do to get 

money?  

• Why are people often less clever in what they will do to ‘invest in eternity’? 

• Can you think of any examples of people being clever in how they live for eternity? 

 

Quote - Eugene Peterson paraphrases what Jesus is saying here in this way, “Streetwise 

people are smarter in this regard than law-abiding citizens. They are on constant alert, 

looking for angles, surviving by their wits. I want you to be smart in the same way—but for 

what is right—using every adversity to stimulate you to creative survival, to concentrate 

your attention on the bare essentials, so you’ll live, really live, and not complacently just 

get by on good behavior.” 
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Some of you are good at making money.  Don’t stop.  Instead get a bigger vision about 

what that money is for.  Not just making yourself more comfortable.  That’s a small vision.  

Instead invest wisely in eternity. 

 

Read Luke 16:9 
This world is temporary, but we can use it to affect eternity. 

 

• How is faith key to this way of thinking? 

• How do we resist the temptation to simply have greater appetites that are harder to 

satisfy, and own more things then we need? 

• Have you ever been surprised by the ability of people with very little to be happy?  

When did you see this?  How did it strike you? 

 

Read Luke 16:10-12 
God wants us to be faithful and responsible with what he has given us.   

 

• How is this way of thinking different from how people normally think of their 

possessions, etc? 

 

Read Luke 16:13-15 
• Why, do you think, the Pharisees responded this way? (end of verse 14) 

 

When you go beyond what is normal in how you love others, people notice, and it speaks 

to our faith.   

 

• Can you think of examples of times when Christians have gone ‘above and beyond’ 

in how they have cared for others? 


