
 
 
 
Come and See – Small Group Notes – from sermon 12 Jan 2020 
 
When have you been fooled by something that was fake? 
People often settle for something far less than the discipleship Jesus calls us to.  Why, do 
you think, this might this be the case?  What might encourage this? 
 
The word disciple is used 268 times in the New Testament.  Jesus is calling us to be 
disciples, not just converts. 
 
Discipleship in ancient Israel had three phases. 
Phase 1 - Bet Sepher  - ages 6-10 - learn to read and write and simple maths. Would 
Memorise the Torah (Genesis to Deutoronomy). Most after this would be done and would 
go onto marry and take up the family business. 
Phase 2 - Bet Talmud 10-14 - The best would memorise the entire Hebrew text from Joshua 
to Malachi. Most would be done after this. 
Phase 3 - Talmidim - the absolute best of the best.  This was being a disciple.  Rabbis were 
very selective so that it was very difficult to be allowed to do this. 
 
It is impressive how challenging this ancient system of discipleship in Israel was.  What of 
this do you find challenging or encouraging?  Can you think of other areas of life today that 
are similarly demanding? 
 
There were 3 goals in discipleship: be with your Rabbi, become like your Rabbi, and do what 
your Rabbi does. 
 
Read John 1:37-41 
What to see in these verses that connects with what it means to be a disciple? 
 
Read John 1:32-34 
The Greek for remain in these verses is the same as the word abide. 
What do we see here that is special about Jesus’ relationship with the Holy Spirit? 
(To explore more what it means to remain/abide as a disciple Read John 15:1-8.) 
 
We are to be with Jesus, become like Jesus, and do what he did. 
What are the things that Jesus did that we can do as well? 
 
Read John 1:43-49 
Why, do you think, Nathaniel responds the way he does? 
Have you ever had a word of knowledge for someone, or had someone have a word of 
knowledge for you?  What was it like?  How do we discern when this is from God? 



 
Read John 1:50-51 
Here Jesus refers to the passage in Genesis about Jacob’s ladder, a familiar passage to 
them, with a significant change in that he is the connection between heaven and earth.  
What significance do you see behind what Jesus says in verse 51? 
 
Read John 14:12 
What does it mean for Jesus to say that we will do greater things then he did?  What might 
this look like? 
 
How do we reorder our lives so that we can be with Jesus, become like Jesus, and do what 
he did? 
 
If we can be so dedicated to things like rowing… influencing the use of our time and diet… 
what about our discipleship?  What might this look like for people at different stages of 
life? 
 
Change your course.  Even small changes make a big difference over time.  Start where you 
are at.  What are some possible next steps a person could take to be with Jesus, become 
like Jesus, and do what he did? 
 
Quote - Brother Lawrence – his main aim was to dwell with Jesus every moment of his life – 
“In order to form a habit of conversing with GOD continually, and referring all we do to 
Him; we must at first apply to Him with some diligence: but that after a little care we 
should find His love inwardly excite us to it without any difficulty.” 
 
Jesus is calling us to be the real deal.  He doesn’t want converts, but disciples.  Jesus doesn’t 
need you to be the best of the best.  Instead he can make disciples of anyone.  We simply 
need to follow him. 
 


