
CaMels:  Luke 18 v18-29, Matthew 19 v16-30 & 23 v26 & 
Mark 10 v13-16 

Jesus is quoted in 3 of the gospels as saying “It is harder for a rich man to enter the kingdom of  heaven 

than for a camel to get through the eye of a needle”. In all 3 gospels it is after an encounter with a rich 

young man wanting to know how to get eternal life. Jesus tells him to sell everything, give to the poor and 

to follow him. It is a rather all or nothing hard hitting approach to being a disciple and very hard for us to 

hear in the rich western world. What is clear is that there is no way to buy your way into heaven. The other 

statement of Jesus in all 3 accounts of this story is Jesus’s answer to “Who then can be saved?” He says 

“This is impossible for humans but not for God—everything is possible for God.” This is so encouraging—

we do need to  follow Jesus and sometimes that looks impossible but nothing is impossible for God and 

because of Jesus, God is with us!! So what do you need to sell or let go of or leave behind, or what do you 

need to give to the poor, in order to follow Jesus? If it seems impossible don’t be sad like the rich man be-

cause God is with you and for him nothing is impossible.  

The only other time Jesus mentions a camel is in answer to the hypocrisy of the Pharisees and teachers of 

law in Matthew 23 v 26 “Blind guides! You strain out a gnat and swallow a camel!” Here Jesus warns us to 

be careful how we apply the rules and not to lock the door to heaven by making the rules too complicated. 

Jesus again is being encouraging to us: we can access the kingdom of God because of Jesus and God’s 

grace to us, not by obeying lots of rules. Jesus has freed us of our sins and made a way for us to worship 

our loving God.  So pray this week that you might see the camels of the world and not be so shackled to 

them or be swallowing any whole without realising it!. Don’t miss your chance to enter the kingdom of 

heaven. 

Love & Prayers Claire xx 
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