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John 11:1-6, 17-45 – Sermon at Holy Trinity 9am and 10.30am  

on 23 Feb 2020 – Small Group Notes 

 

(In the verses we have omitted there is a running theme about Jesus’ safety as the Pharisees form a 
plan to have him killed.  This is worth exploring as it is part of what is building here in the gospel of 
John, but it isn’t covered here for sake of time.) 
 
Often when people go through hard times, they question God’s love.  Why do you think this is?  Do 
you have any experience with this? 
 
Read John 11:1-2 
Why does John give the description of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus that he does in verses 1 and 2?  
Do you see anything you think is significant here? 
 
Read John 11:3-6 
Why, do you think, John focuses on the love of Jesus in this passage? 
What would this have been like for people around Jesus at the time? 
Why does Jesus wait two days? 
 
Sometimes love is hard, doesn’t feel good, doesn’t make sense, and can even be painful.  
Can you think of any examples of love that didn’t make sense to the beloved at the time, or where 
love means having to bring bad news? 
Can you think of any roles or positions that require this sort of love often? 
How can we find the strength we need to be able to love others like this? 
 
Read John 11:33-38 
Grief is not a logical, rational process.  It is an emotional, confusing one.  That’s why you don’t make 
big decisions in the shadow of pain.  Mourning is often not logical, but visceral. 
 
What do we see here about the emotional life of Jesus? 
Why was Jesus emotional if he knew he was going to raise Lazarus from the dead? 
Our emotions often are illogical in that they are not easily governed by reason.  Can you think of 
any examples of this? 
Another way to say this is that often people think that their emotions can simply be controlled by 
having the right thoughts.  How have you seen this as an unhealthy approach to the emotional life? 
Often people find it difficult to consider the emotional life of God.  Why do you think this is? 
 
Some people, usually driven by thinking of God merely in terms of principles, don’t realise that God 
cares about, and enters into your pain. 
How can we relate to God in a way that holds both that he is all-powerful, and knows the end from 
the beginning, with the fact that He wants to be in the moment with us and cares about what we 
experience? 
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I appreciate that Jesus’ response here is to mourn with those who mourn.  He didn’t minimize their 
pain, or try to teach it away.  Jesus wept. 
Why is it hard to do this?  How can we get better at doing this? 
 
Read John 11:21-27 
What is good about how Martha responds to Jesus here? 
What is lacking in Martha’s understanding that Jesus addresses with what he says and with what 
will happen? 
 
Read John 11:39-45 
Why does John emphasize that Lazarus has been dead for four days? 
Why does Jesus pray in the way that he does? 
What would it have been like to be there?  What stands out to you? 
 
How do we live with both an awareness of what is to come, while also ‘mourning with those who 
mourn’ now? 


