
The evidence is clear. Where religious beliefs or freedoms are valued and protected, 
communities experience greater peace, security and prosperity. Today, more than 
80% of the world’s population live in communities where freedoms are restricted 
or under threat. As a country, it is vital that we play our part in advancing religious 
freedom or belief around the world.

Part of a growing global movement

Following 20 years of rising government restrictions and social hostilities, we need a new approach with 
a singleminded focus on global engagement that respects and protects the freedom of religion or belief. In 
Washington DC, the International Religious Freedom (IRF) Roundtable has achieved significant success in fostering 
collaboration between civil society organisations and the US government. Chief among its champions is Sam 
Brownback, Ambassador at Large for Religious Freedom. At the International Ministerial to Advance Religious 
Freedom in 2020, the Ambassador announced plans for the creation of 100 similar forums around the world that 
could be connected together to maximise impact and instigate global change. The UK FoRB Forum will enable civil 
society organisations in the UK to be part of this global network and movement.

What is the FoRB Forum?
The UK FoRB Forum presents a timely opportunity 
for faith and civil society groups to join together to 
advance the cause of freedom of religion or belief 
around the world. 

Following the government’s acceptance of the Bishop 
of Truro’s Independent Review for the Foreign Secretary of 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office Support for Persecuted 
Christians, the Rt Rev Philip Mounstephen, along 
with leaders of religious freedom charities and 
different faith and belief communities, is convening 
the UK FoRB Forum. 

The forum will enable a wide range of faith based 
organisations and civil society institutions to work 
together, engaging politicians and policy makers 
and calling on Her Majesty’s Government to ensure 
that the UK plays a leading role in global efforts to 
advance religious freedom or belief around the world.

“In one of his first speeches to the House of Commons 
on the slave trade, William Wilberforce said this: ‘You 
may choose to look the other way, but you can never 
again say you did not know’. My hope is that the UK 
Freedom of Religion or Belief Forum will enable us all to 
look steadily at this egregious problem of our time, not 
to let it be overlooked, and together to face it down.”  
- Rt Rev Philip Mounstephen, The Bishop of Truro

What will it do?
The UK FoRB Forum will provide an opportunity for 
faith and civil society institutions to engage with 
government and policy makers on FoRB. Together 
we will:

•  Raise issues concerning restrictions, intolerance 
and discrimination on the basis of freedom of 
religion or belief around the world

• Inform UK policy making on FoRB

•  Build consensus based coalitions across diverse 
groups and organisations

•  Make recommendations with regards positive 
action and possible intervention

•  Liaise with the Prime Minister’s Special Envoy 
on FoRB, the All Party Parliamentary Group on 
FoRB and other influential groups

•  Assist with direct engagement with 
governments through embassies and visiting 
delegations

•  Hold HMG to account for the implementation 
of the Bishop of Truro’s Independent Review



How will it work?
The UK FoRB Forum will blend the best elements 
of the International Religious Freedom Roundtable 
in Washington DC and similar forums around 
the world, with the expertise of religious freedom 
charities and the distinctive contributions of faith 
and civil society institutions around the UK. The 
UK FoRB Forum will convene up to eight times 
each year, enabling different communities and 
organisations to advocate on behalf of those whose 
freedoms are restricted or under threat. The Prime 
Minister’s Special Envoy for Religious Freedom 
or Belief will join, along with other politicians 
and officials. As well as enabling organisations to 
raise issues of concern with government, the UK 
FoRB Forum will assist groups to further their 
advocacy aims by encouraging collaboration on 
public campaigns, open letters, working groups and 
ongoing dialogue with policymakers.

Who can participate?
The UK FoRB Forum is based on a commitment 
to the Freedom of Religion or Belief for all, based 
unequivocally on Article 18 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, and a commitment 
to non-violence. Any organisation that holds these 
commitments will be welcomed as a stakeholder, 
invited to participate in the forum and able to 
propose items for discussion. Where possible, 
stakeholders will be encouraged to make a 
minimum contribution of £250 to support the 
costs of the UK FoRB Forum. Organisations unable 
to support in this way will not be prohibited from 
joining as full participants in the forum.

Who will lead?
The UK FoRB Forum will be convened by a steering 
group, chaired by the Bishop of Truro. Steering 
group members, each serving in a personal capacity, 
include experienced leaders from faith or belief 
communities, and sector experts from organisations 
with long track records in promoting freedom of 
religion or belief for all. The steering group will be 
supported by a secretariat led by Stephen Tunstall 
from the Good Faith Partnership. Stakeholder 
organisations will engage with the steering group 
and secretariat in order to propose agenda items, 
provide feedback and coordinate efforts to extend 
advocacy and enhance impact.

What next?
The UK FoRB Forum will be launched in July 2020 
to coincide with the anniversary of the Bishop of 
Truro’s Independent Review. The forum will be 
convened up to 8 times in the first year, prior to the 
government hosting the International Ministerial 
to Advance Religious Freedom in London in 
2021. The inaugural UK FoRB Forum will be held 
in September 2020. Along with other enquiries, 
organisations wishing to participate as stakeholders 
should contact Stephen Tunstall at the Good Faith 
Partnership (stephen.tunstall@goodfaith.org.uk).

We look forward to working together to advance 
the cause of freedom of religion or belief in the 
months to come.

A broad-based civil society initiative

The UK FoRB Forum will welcome a wide range 
of stakeholders from civil society. These will 
include: freedom of religion charities, human 
rights and advocacy organisations, faith and 
belief communities, registered charities and 
NGOs, minority groups, diaspora organisations, 
community associations, academic institutions, 
think tanks and research institutions, writers, 
researchers and journalists.

Welcoming the world in 2021

The UK is set to play a growing role in advocating 
for freedom of religion or belief. In 2019, the US State 
Department hosted the second annual International 
Ministerial to Advance Religious Freedom. More 
than 1,000 civil society and religious leaders from 
around the world gathered to discuss challenges, 
identify ways to combat persecution and ensure 
greater respect for freedom of religion or belief 
around the world. With the UK government due 
to host the International Ministerial in 2021, the 
creation of the UK FoRB Forum is a most timely and 
strategic initiative.


