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Woe to You – 16 May 2021- Small Group Notes 

 

If you were to describe differences between the spirituality of Jesus and that of the 

Pharisees, what would you point to? 

Why is Jesus so concerned with the ‘yeast of the Pharisees’, or what I have called in this 

talk ‘toxic spirituality’?  Why would this make him angry? 

 

What, do you think, is needed for the people of a church to run in their faith without 

discouraging those that are learning to walk? 

 

What is the ‘yeast of the Pharisees’, and how do we guard our own hearts against it? 

 

 

Toxic Spirituality focuses on the easily measurable with the wrong priorities. 

 

Read Luke 11:37-42 

 

What would it have felt like for the Pharisees when Jesus didn’t wash his hands?  Is there a 

cultural equivalent?  Why did Jesus do this? 

 

When have you realised that you were focusing on the ‘easily measurable’ in your 

relationship with God?  What did you do to address this? 

 

How can we have discipline and relationship in how we approach God?  Is discipline 

needed, or should it be discarded entirely? 

 

It has been said that a person is the culmination of their habits.  How do we guard against 

the dangers of habit when we approach God?  What do you think? 

 

 

They had the wrong priorities 

 

We see this in that Jesus says they were ‘full of greed’, and that, although they tithe, they 

‘neglect justice and the love of God’. 

 

Which do you think came first?  Their wrong way of relating to God, or their wrong 

priorities?  How might these be connected? 
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Toxic Spirituality is about being seen by others - vs. 43-44 

 

Read Luke 11:43-44 

 

What were the Pharisees doing to look spiritual (from here or other passages)? 

 

The unmarked grave illustration is a profound one.  What would it have meant to the 

Pharisees?  What do you think Jesus meant by it? 

 

This public, competitive faith, is toxic.  It bars people from faith, because they think they 

aren’t good enough.  It causes others to live religious lives that are only for show. 

 

We are social creatures in a competitive world.  How do we guard against this affecting our 

faith? 

 

 

Toxic Spirituality is deceitful, repent when it creeps in - vs. 45-54 

 

Read Luke 11:45-54 

 

Jesus clearly says that what they think about themselves is wrong.  They are deceived.  

How does Jesus describe the ways that they are deceived here? 

 

The saddest bit to this is how our passage ends.  Instead of repenting it says they, “began 

to oppose him fiercely and to besiege him with questions, waiting to catch him in 

something he might say.”  How could this have ended differently? 

 

What stopped them from responding with repentance? 

How are these forces at work within us as well?  How can we respond differently? 

 

What should our hearts be like so that we can rightly relate to God? 

How can we cultivate these attributes without becoming like the Pharisees? 


