
                                  

Read Acts 1:1-11 

Background 

Acts is the sequel to the Gospel of Luke and begins with a summary of the end of the 

Gospel. We could say that, if Luke is an account of the things of Jesus as he walked and 

talked on this earth (see Luke 1:1-4), then we could say that the book of Acts is an account 

of the things Jesus continued to do by His Spirit.  

Old Testament Reference: 

For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord 

    as the waters cover the sea. (Habakkuk 2:14) 

Acts is also described by some scholars as the new Genesis. Tom Wright says the earth 

was intended to be a vessel for God’s glory. God always provided a way to be present with 

His creation. Through the tabernacle, the temple and then by becoming flesh, in the 

incarnation of Jesus Christ. The ascension of Jesus initiated God’s missional plan to fill the 

earth once more with His Holy Spirit.  

 

Verse 11 includes the promise that Jesus will return, but in the meantime, there is work to 

be done. We are all called to join in with God’s mission to fill the earth with the knowledge 

of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

(Acts 1:8) 

The ‘ends’ of the earth means completely, fully, absolutely everywhere! 

Question: Where are your ‘ends’ of the earth?  

- Who are the people you interact with? 

- Think about the contexts you are in. 

- Are there particular people that you really understand – do you know what makes 

them tick?  

How do we be good witnesses? 

John Taylor speaks of witness in terms of three things…sight, signs and solidarity.  

 

JESUS DIDN’T ASCEND TO LEAVE US, JESUS ASCENDED TO FILL US. 
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1. Sight – what we see 

2. Signs – what we say and what we are 

3. Solidarity – what we do 

 

1. Sight 

This is about starting with ourselves – having our eyes open to the spiritual reality we 

live in – that we are filled with the Holy Spirit. Brother Lawrence coined the phrase 

‘practicing the presence of God.' He practiced communing with God (being aware of 

God with him) in every moment of every day. He said he felt as close to God peeling 

potatoes as he did kneel in the sanctuary. 

 

Q. Have you ever tried this?  

Q. Do you think you could try it as an experiment? 

 

2. Signs 

Cathy ross says that ‘Jesus was the supreme giver of signs and always ready to be a sign 

himself […] We need to recapture this ability to be signs of the kingdom of God in ways that 

communicate and pique interest…’ 

 

We are called to be signs of the Kingdom where we are. In the cultures and contexts, we 

are immersed in. When we have our eyes open to commune with God in those places, it 

will have an impact.  

 

 Share stories 

 Q. How can we be signs of the Kingdom where we are? 

 Q. Are the people you interact with aware of your faith? 

 Q. Is your context a difficult one to be a Christian in? 

 

3. Solidarity 

Jesus, like no other, lived in solidarity with humanity. So, in order to be a sign of the 

kingdom of God, we have to walk the sacrificial way of solidarity. 

 

He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 

    nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 

 He was despised and rejected by humankind, 

    a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. (Isaiah 53) 

 

When we are truly present to people in times of suffering, we become for them the 

presence of God in a tangible way. 

 

 Q. Are there people that you can draw alongside? 

Q. Are there people/ places that we would rather not go – but perhaps God is 

calling us to? 

 

PRAY 

 

Pray for one another to be good witnesses in your ‘ends of the earth.’  

Perhaps share particular places and people in your context and pray for them.  


