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Watching and Waiting – Sermon from 26 April 2020 – Small Group Notes 
Series – When the World Falls Apart 

 
Have you seen examples of Christians claiming the world was going to end?  What did it 
make you feel?  What did you think about the example that Shawn used about Edgar 
Whisenant? 
 
Read Mt 24:36 
How do we hold together the idea that we may see signs that Jesus is coming soon with the 
idea that ‘no one will know the day or hour’? 
 
Our passage for today uses several examples that each hold the idea that we don’t know 
when Jesus will return with the idea that we should be ready. 
 
The first example is of people during the time of Noah (in Mt 24:36-42). 
 
Read Mt 24:36-42 
What can we learn from the example of ‘people in the time of Noah’?  Why did Jesus choose 
them as an example for this? 
 
How do we live in a state of longing for Jesus’ return without becoming frustrated? 
 
How can we get better at watching and waiting for Jesus’ return? 
 
The second example here is of a person having their home broken into. 
 
Read Mt 24:43-44 
Why does Jesus use this example? 
 
The third example is of a servant waiting for his master’s return. 
 
Read Mt 24:45-51 
With this third example, why do you think Jesus uses the same servant to describe two very 
different possibilities? 
 
How can we live like the faithful and wise servant?  What might this mean? 
 
Do you have any examples that show the difference between the faithful servant and the 
wicked servant? 
 
How can you identify with the description of the wicked servant?  Why, do you think, people 
are tempted to live as if the master will never return? 
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The master’s return is received in a very different way in these two scenarios depending on 
the heart of the servant.  How can we have a heart that is ready for Jesus’ return? 
 
Shawn spoke of the uncertainly of the time of Christ’s return as possibly being a blessing.  
Why do you think this might be? 
 
How can we better watch and wait for the return of Christ? 
 
(Extra – you could study the parable of the ten virgins in Mt 25:1-13 as it carries similar 
themes to what we have looked at here) 


