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Following the Unstoppable God  
26 Sept 2021  Acts 5:12-42 

Small Group Notes 
 

Read Acts 5:12-42 (as this is a long reading you may want to split it among several 

readers) 

What stands out to you?  What questions do you have? 

 

What would it have been like for Peter and John (in Acts 4), and the apostles (in Acts 5) to 

be brought before the Sanhedrin? 

In these instances, instead of fear we see boldness.  What do you think encouraged them 

to be so bold?  Where did they find such strength? 

 

On Sunday Shawn looked at 3 moments in the text when the apostle’s response was very 

different from what we might expect to see. 

With each of these what is the normal response you might expect and what is surprising 

about their response? 

Moment 1 – Acts 5:18-19 

Moment 2 – Acts 5:28-29 

Moment 3 – Acts 5:40-42 

 

How do you think we have the apostles outlook on life so that we might live more like 

them?  What can you think of from our text, from other parts of the bible, or simply insights 

that you might have? 

 

Here are 3 helpful points from our text for today. 

First, They were obeying God instead of any person or authority. 

Read Acts 4:18 

Read Acts 5:28-29 

Why is it difficult to live wholly for God and not be influenced by others?  How can we live 

more for an ‘audience of one’? 

How do we know when we should stand with our culture or against it? 

 

Secondly, They had a gospel too good to keep to themselves. 

Read Acts 5:30-32; also read what the angel says in Acts 5:20. 

Why would they share the gospel with the Sanhedrin? 
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What do you see about how they shared the gospel that is worth learning from?  What 

stands out to you? 

 

The reaction of the Sanhedrin is very negative.  How should we handle being rejected for 

Christ?  What would you tell someone if they were discouraged? 

 

 

Finally, They were part of a story bigger than themselves. 

The angel told them to go back to the temple courts, like they are part of a plan. 

At the end of a Gamaliel’s speech, we have a few verses that were likely heard differently 

by the Sanhedrin than by the early church.  What do you think of these verses? 

Read Acts 5:38-39 

 

What does it look like to be part of a story bigger than yourself? 

How is this important for your faith, and even for your own wellbeing? 

What might this look as Christians? 

 

Be encouraged by how the chapter ends. 

Read Acts 5:40-42 

 

Their example is encouraging and challenging. 

What do you want to hold onto from their story in Acts 5? 

 

God is unstoppable, his church is unstoppable, and we are invited to be part of what God 

is doing. 


