
 
 

 
 

Sunday 5th April: SERMON NOTES – John 18:1-11 (Matt Vaine) 
 
Matt opened his message by asking:  
 
Have we ever considered how what astounds us directs us? Or, in the words of Jesus, 
“where your treasure is, where your heart will be also?” (Matt 6:21) 
 
Matt shared how he learnt the reality of this idea during gap year in Cape Town, South 
Africa. After facing several threatening experiences, he felt overawed by his circumstances 
resulting in an unhealthy fixation on self-preservation.  
 
However, Matt soon experienced the Lord in a wonderful way to show that he wasn’t alone. 
He was able to lift his eyes from his circumstances and his awe was re-directed to the Lord. 
Being astounded by God, his life was now directed towards a more generous, creative and 
loving way of living. What astounds us directs us.   
 
Q: Do we have any stories of being astounded by Jesus? Has awe in Jesus shaped our lives 
in any particular way?  
 
John, often believed to be the author of the Gospel in his name, understood this idea 
personally. He fails to refer to himself by name and rather calls himself ‘the beloved 
disciple’; in other words, ‘I am the one Jesus loved.’ He also saw this notion at play with 
Judas who, in being astounded by money, was propelled towards betraying Jesus. This is the 
passage we come to read of now in the garden arrest.   
 
Q: Just like Judas, have we witnessed our lives in awe of any other things? What has this 
resulted in? Is it possible we have become fixated unhealthily on the current Coronavirus 
pandemic? If so, what feelings and responses is it producing in us?  
 
In John 18, John lifts our sights to a vision of Jesus that re-directs our lives.  
 
V.1-2 - Jesus ‘went in’ to this enclosed garden spot that he regularly retreated to with his 
disciples. Some commentators see this mention of Jesus ‘going in’ to indicate that this 
episode serves as a real-life demonstration of John 10 – where the good shepherd leads his 
flock into a sheep pen and laying down his life for the flock.  
 
Read John 10:1-18.  
Q: Do you see any similarities between this account and John 18? Do you feel John 10 
helps bring John 18 even more to life? If Jesus claims to be the good Shepherd what is this 
recalling (Psalm 23 – apply this to Jesus).  
 



V.3-7 - Around 600 Roman Soldiers (!), Pharisees and officials of the chief priests aim to find 
Jesus in the darkness of the garden. When Jesus steps forward declaring “I am”, they all fall 
to the ground.  
 
Q: What do you think they all saw or felt in that moment? What is this saying about Jesus’ 
identity?  
 
Because Judas’ betrayal is motivated by a demonic impulse, this scene depicts how all evil, 
death, sickness, the Coronavirus, anything that seeks to degrade God’s creation will fall 
down before the name of Jesus. Jesus has the last word!  
 
Q: In the midst of the challenges in our world today, how is this good news?  
 
V.8-9 - Jesus stands in front of his disciples to defend them from the mob. He wants to spare 
them from arrest, offering himself. He says “let these men go” which echoes God’s cry to 
Pharaoh to “let my people go” (Exo 7:16). This again points to Jesus’ identity.  
 
John notes that Jesus’ action fulfils a previous statement commonly attributed to John 6:38-
40.  
 
For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent 
me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given 
me, but raise them up at the last day. 40 For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to 
the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.” 
 
This shows Jesus defending his people not only from arrest but to ensure that those who 
stand with him live forever in God’s new world.  
 
Q: How does it feel to know Jesus has stood between the forces of evil and yourself? 
 
V.10-11- Jesus chooses to lay day his life rather than preserve it, spurning the action of 
Peter. He has a cup to drink; facing the brunt of the powers of evil and the judgement of 
human sin rather than allowing humanity to face the consequence of its actions.  
 
Q: As the account comes to an end with Jesus being bound, how it is shaping your view of 
Him? Who is He? What do you feel towards Him?  
 
As we become astounded by the magnitude of Jesus and his self-sacrificial life, He directs us 
to live sacrificially in our particular time.   
 
Q: As we honour and abide by the limitations required of us in lockdown, can Christ’s 
awe-inspiring self-sacrificial life inspire us towards loving and serving our world, our 
communities, our neighbours rather than fixating unhealthily on self-preservation? Could 
these times in fact become a period of unprecedented creativity for the church?  
 
Q: How do we now pray together for our city?  
How do we work with other churches?  



How do our homegroups and home lives care and serve our neighbours?  
How do we utilise the opportunities of the internet?  
How do we utilise the trip to Sainsburys or the daily exercise?  
 
To conclude, the biblical commentator, Ben Witheringon III said it this way, “changed lives 
lead to redemptive actions that on occasion can change the very fabric and structure of a 
society.”  
 
Q: So, what are we going to do?  
 


