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Radical Discipleship- Luke 9:57-62 - The Hard Call of Jesus 

 

What do you think about mission statements?  When are they helpful, 

and when are they unnecessary?  Do you have a personal mission that 

driven your l ife,  or  things that give you focus?  I f  so, what might that be?  

What do you know about ancient d iscip leship?  How is  it  similar or  

different from apprenticeship today?  What does it  mean for us to be a 

disciple of  Chr ist?  

 

Although Jesus may have wanted to shock those l istening to h im, he 

wouldn ’t  have meant to confuse them.  Throughout this  passage be 

aware of cultural differences that may cause us to misunderstand what 

Jesus is  saying.   Remember that, when studying scr ipture, our f irst goal 

is to hear the passage as if  we were there.  

 

Person 1  

Read Luke 9:57-58 

What is  Jesus trying to teach about being his  disciple here?  

When have you accepted a call  to something that you knew would be 

diff icult?  Why did you do it?   Was it  worth it?  

 

Person 2 

Read Luke 9:59-60 

What strikes you as odd about this  passage? 

What cultural differences might affect how we read this?  

What is  Jesus trying to teach about being a disciple  here?  

Have you ever needed to put Jesus above other people?  What was the 

situation and what did you do?  

 

Person 3  

Read Luke 9:61-62 

What strikes you as odd about this  passage?  What might we 

misunderstand from it?  

What, do you think, Jesus is try ing to teach here?  
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Jesus uses the metaphor of a  ploughman.  We don’t understand what it  

is l ike to use a plough l ike this .  Can you think of any modern examples 

that could be used here?  

 

Jesus calls  us to fol low Him, to be his  disciples .  Th is  means that we 

need to be wil l ing to face hardship ,  put Jesus above others ,  and not be 

double-minded. 

 

The cost of  fol lowing Jesus is h igh,  but He is  worth it .  

The decision to be a disciple comes over and over again!   We need to be 

wil l ing to carry our cross daily .   We decide it  in  principle  upfront but 

work it  out  in practice throughout our l ives.  

This  is  al l  so that we might become like Jesus and l ive more l ike he l ived.  

 

I f  someone said to you,  ‘ I  want to be a disciple of  Jesus,  but I  f ind it  

diff icult. ’   What would you say to help them?  


