
 Small group questions 13 June 2021 
Walking with jesus: Not found wanting 

 
Luke 13: 22 - 35 

 

Introduction 

 

There are two parts to this study. The first is a reflection of the talk, heard last Sunday, with 

two questions that could take a short or long time to digest and answer. The second part 

has two options, both to help you ‘break-into’ a passage, with the examples I used for the 

talk. 

 

Opening questions 

 

Question:  How has God spoken to me from this passage? 

 

Question: The talk referenced Philippians 2:12, ‘Therefore, my dear friends, as you have 

always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue 

to work out your salvation with fear and trembling,  for it is God who works in you to will 

and to act in order to fulfil his good purpose’.  

 

We know we are saved by grace, so what do you make of this passage? What is God’s 

calling on your life at the moment?  

 

Breaking into a passage 

 

I have a challenge for you today. The passage we read and talked about last Sunday was 

on Luke 13: 22-35. When I prepared for the talk I thought of the links to other passages and 

so produce a the diagram you see below: 

 



 

 

I also then did a narrative on this asking myself a number of questions: 

1. Who are the characters (which one is the main character or the hero)? 

2. What is the time scale involved? 

3. What is the context? 

4. What happens? 

5. Are there any cultural matters that should be considered? 

6. Where does it happen? 

7. What message came out for you from this? 

 

So, I have two options for you to consider. 

 

Option 1 

 

Look at the Matthew 22 verses 2-14. (See Appendix A). If you want, highlight 

1. Common threads/links to other passages both in the New Testament and in the 

Hebrew Testament (Old). 

2. Highlight any opposites/contrasts in the passage. 

 

What parallels do you see with the passage in Luke 13: 22-30? 

 



Option 2 

 

There are many references to ‘banquets/meals’ , some in parables, some as events that 

actually occurred. Spend time looking through these (suggestions in Appendix B). 

 

Choose one and ask yourself the same questions I went through: 

 

1. Who are the characters (which one is the main character or the hero)? 

2. What is the time scale involved? 

3. What is the context? 

4. What happens? 

5. Are there any cultural matters that should be considered? 

6. Where does it happen? 

7. What message came out for you from this? 

My hope is that you will find fresh insight into our faith, as I did 

Blessings 

Simon 

 

Appendix A 

2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He 

sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but 

they refused to come. 

4 “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have 

prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is 

ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’ 

5 “But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. 6 The 

rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them.7 The king was enraged. He sent 

his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 

8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not 

deserve to come. 9 So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ 

10 So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, 

the bad as well as the good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests. 



11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not 

wearing wedding clothes. 12 He asked, ‘How did you get in here without wedding clothes, 

friend?’ The man was speechless. 

13 “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into 

the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.” 

 

Appendix B 

 

1. Matthew 12, verses 2-14, ‘The Wedding Banquet’ (see Appendix B). 

2. Luke 14, verses 1-14, ‘Jesus Eats at a Pharisee’s House’ 

3. Mark 2, verses 13-17, ‘Jesus Calls Levi and Eats With Sinners’ 


