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                           Jars of Clay – 2 Cor 4:7 – 27 Sept 2020  
Small Group Questions 

 
Read 2 Corinthians 4:7 - But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing 
power is from God and not from us. 
 
In Paul’s day jars of clay were for common use.  They were like the plastic containers of our day.  
The jars he would be referring to would likely be breakable, replaceable, and not impressive.  
  

• Why would Paul refer to himself, and those he ministers with, as jars of clay? 

• Can you identify with this? 

• How does society teach us to hide our weaknesses throughout life? 

• Does hiding our weaknesses hinder how God might want to work through us?  What might this 
look like? 

 
Read 2 Cor 12:7-9 

• What is significant about God’s response to Paul in this passage? 

• What do you think was Paul’s way of the seeing the world, and therefore his own life?  What 
can we learn from him in this way?  What do you think? 

 
If we could have Paul’s mindset: how he sees the world, and therefore how he sees himself, it 
would be better for us, and better for the world. 
 
First, what is your treasure?  What in your life is most valuable? 
Take a moment to read 2 Cor 4:1-6.  Then 2 Corinthians 4:7 - But we have this treasure in jars of 
clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 
 

• What is the treasure to which he is referring?  Do you get any insight into this? 

• Do you have any insights, or experience, that help you to appreciate the gospel, or to regard it 
as treasure? 

 
We are found ‘in Christ’ and Christ, by the Holy Spirit, comes to live in us. We have this treasure in 
jars of clay. 
 
Second, what is your ambition 
2 Corinthians 4:7 - But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is 
from God and not from us.  Paul is not trying to achieve his life purpose but trying to live out God’s 
purpose for his life. 
 

• How is ambition for God’s kingdom different than the ambition people normally have?  Is 
ambition a good word for this? 

 
God works through those that don’t take credit for themselves. 
If you want God to work through you… God gets all the credit! 
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• Why is it a temptation for a person to take credit if God works through them powerfully? 
 
Lastly, I want you to know the power of the Spirit working in you and through you. 
Watchman Nee – “To have God do his own work through us, even once, is better than a lifetime of 
human striving”. 
2 Corinthians 4:7 - But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is 
from God and not from us. 
There is something that they experience of God, through Paul, that represents God’s power.  That is 
how he can say that this ‘all-surpassing power is from God and not from us’. 
 

• Can you think of an example, for your life or someone else’s, when you have seen God’s Spirit 
powerfully at work to benefit others? 

 
Paul isn’t anything special, but the Spirit of God working in him, and through him, is very special. 
 
Here are study questions from the Bible Speaks Today Commentary for this chapter.  Please use 
them if they are helpful.  This is a great commentary to purchase if you want to go deeper. 
 
The face of Jesus - 4:1–6 
1.  In what ways does Paul’s ministry differ from that exercised by his opponents? 
2.  Can you identify the five accusations which Paul faces here? How does he deal with them? 
3.  Do you face any kind of unjust accusation? How might what Paul says here help you? 
4.  Why does Paul describe Satan as the god of this age (verse 4)? What evidence of his activity   
      today can you think of? 
5.  How do you react to the idea of preaching as the ‘characteristic activity’ (p. 83) of Christian 
      ministry? 

‘… the message of the glorious Lord is effectively conveyed only by those who have the mind 
and manner of a servant.’ (p. 84) 

6.  How do these verses describe what preaching is intended to achieve? What do you think makes 
      the difference between success and failure? 
 
Eternal glory - 4:7–18 
1. What truth does the picture of Christians as jars of clay serve to highlight? Why does God 

choose to work like this? 
2 How does what Paul says in verses 8–9 help us in ‘our own personal areas of distress and 

difficulty’ (p. 88)? 
3 What does it mean for you to carry around in your body the death of Jesus (verse 11; p. 89)? 

And in what ways is his life revealed in your mortal body? 
4.   What is it that enables Paul to keep going, despite the demands of his ‘sacrificial lifestyle’  
      (p. 90)? 
5.   Of what are verses 13–15 ‘an interesting example’ (p. 91)? Why? 
6.   What does Paul mean by outwardly and inwardly (verse 16)? Why is it so important to get this 
       distinction right? 
7.   How would you explain the meaning of the word ‘glory’? What do these verses say about the  
      relationship between the troubles we face now and the glory we hope for in the future? 
 
 

 


