
        Small Group Questions 

Sunday 11th July 2021 

Unworthy Servants 

Luke 17:1-10 

Read Luke 9:23 
Opening question: 

• What do you think it means for us to take up our cross daily? 

Background: 

Luke 17 comes as a conclusion to a longer section about the Kingdom of God. This section is 

a rephrasing of the previous challenges to the Pharisees which Jesus now directs to the 

disciples.  

Read Luke 17:1-10 
Focus 1: JUSTICE. 

In Luke 12:7, Jesus says ‘be on your guard against the yeast of the pharisees, which is 

hypocrisy.’ 

• What were the Pharisees doing that was hypocritical? Think back to last week’s 

verses in Luke 16:19-21.  

In our passage, the word ‘watch yourselves’ (17:3) is the same word as in Luke 12:7 – ‘be on 

your guard.’  

So, Jesus is saying to the disciples, ‘watch out’, don’t be like the pharisees who cause 

people to stumble, who allow injustice to happen on their doorstep, who turn a blind eye. 

The ‘little ones’ referred to are the people Luke has a special interest in (the poor, the 

vulnerable, the marginalised etc.) 

• What are the injustices we might turn a blind eye to? 

• Can you think of injustices we cause? (think perhaps of the wider implications of the 

environmental crisis, consumerism etc.) 

 

• How might we change/ do things differently? 

Figures show that the UK’s poverty rate is the highest now than it’s been for the last 

hundred years, and that analysis was made before the pandemic. 



 

Focus 2: MERCY 

Read Luke 17:3-4 
• What does Jesus say about forgiveness? 

You might want to look further into the following passages: 

- Luke 7:36-50 

- Luke 15:11-32 

 

• Reflect on this – what are the challenges?  

Focus 3: Everyday, Normal Kingdom Living 

In verse 5, the disciples say, “Increase our faith!” In the gospel of Luke – the word faith 

generally has to do with faithful living – so it’s like they are saying ‘make us faithful people.’ 

 

Jesus responds, ‘If you have faith as small as a mustard seed’ – that will produce a way of 

living that is abundant and extraordinary and powerful.  

 

It is our small, unseen, daily interactions that, if they are lived in accordance with the 

Kingdom norms of justice and mercy, that will have a huge impact. 

 

Read the parable in Luke 17:7-10 
• What does God ‘command’ (v9) us to do? 

• In our everyday lives, what does Kingdom living look like? 

• What are our challenges? 

PRAY:  

John Taylor talks about ‘the opening of our eyes towards other people as a fundamental 

aspect of Christian mission.’ 

Pray for the gift of sight, that enables you to truly see every person through the loving, eyes 

of Jesus. To see the injustice around us. 

You might want to pray for God’s help with forgiveness and reconciliation. 

 

 

 


