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Pentecost - Acts 2:1-21 – Sermon from 31 May 2020   
Small Group Notes 

 
Shawn started the sermon talking about how it has been said that, for many churches and 
many Christians, if the Holy Spirit left no one would notice. 
 

• Why do you think that might be? 

• Why, do you think it is, that some churches don’t talk about the Holy Spirit? 
 
Read the whole story. Imagine what it would be like to be there. Take a vantage point of one 
of the people in the story.   
 

• Does it add any fresh insight? 
 
Read Acts 2:1-21 
 
Christians change the world when they are empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

• When have you seen the difference between being empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
and doing something in your own strength? 

• How can a person be more empowered by the Holy Spirit? 
 
Shawn spoke about the walls people have up against the Holy Spirit and how the Holy Spirit 
won’t work in a way that a person doesn’t want. 

• How have you seen a resistance to the Holy Spirit in your own heart or in others?  
Why would this be? 

 
The early church was waiting and worshipping for about 9 days (Jesus died on the day after 
the Passover and then there was 40 days to his ascension, and Pentecost came 50 days after 
Passover). 

• Why, do you think, God would want them to have this time of waiting and 
worshipping before sending the Holy Spirit in this fresh way? 

 
The Holy Spirit has always been at work.   
 

• So, what is different from the day of Pentecost forward? 

• How can we cultivate an openness to letting the Holy Spirit work in us and through 
us? 

• How should we discern if something is of the Holy Spirit or not? 
 
The idea of waiting for the Holy Spirit was compared to trying to fall asleep* in the sermon.  
Many people appreciated this analogy.   
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• What of this analogy do you appreciate, or how does it not work? (no analogy is 
perfect!) 

 
*[James K. A. Smith's book Imagining the Kingdom: “I cannot choose to fall asleep. The best I 
can do is choose to put myself in a posture and rhythm that welcomes sleep. I lie down in 
bed, on my left side, with my knees drawn up; I close my eyes and breathe slowly, putting 
my plans out of my mind. But the power of my will or consciousness stops there. I want to 
go to sleep, and I've chosen to climb into bed—but in another sense sleep is not something 
under my control or at my beckoned call. I call up the visitation of sleep by imitating the 
breathing and posture of a sleeper … . There is a moment when sleep "comes" settling on 
this imitation of itself which I have been offering to it, and I succeed in becoming what I was 
trying to be. Sleep is a gift to be received, not a decision to be made. And yet it is a gift that 
requires a posture of reception—a kind of active welcome.”] 
 
Read Acts 2:2-4 
In these verses their experience is described.   
 

• Why would God work in this way?  

• What significance do you see in what happened here? 

• Why do some people get uncomfortable when others talk about spiritual 
experience?   

• What do you think causes a lack of comfort with this? 

• Why are so many places listed in verses 5 to 12? 

• Why, in vs. 13, are we told about the people that thought they were drunk?  Surely 
Luke (writing this) could have left that out. 

• What changes in the disciples from before Pentecost to after?  How is this 
significant? 

 
Many Christians live in spiritual poverty. They have the Spirit of God within them yet they 
are not aware of it don’t let the Spirit enable them to do great things. 

• How can we better be used by the Holy Spirit? 


