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Living for God and not for people – Luke 12:1-12 – 23 May 2021 

 

We are naturally social creatures.  We want to fit in.   

• When have you noticed this?  Can you think of a time when you had to do 

something that caused you to stand out?  What did you do and how did you find 

the strength to do it? 

 

At the start of our passage the disciples are between the Pharisees, who Jesus has just 

rebuked, and exceptional crowds with thousands of people that have come to hear Jesus. 

• What might the disciples have been feeling? 

 

Into this tension for the disciples, between the Pharisees and the crowds, Jesus challenges 

the disciples to live purely for God. 

 

Be on your guard… against the yeast of the Pharisees 

Read Luke 12:1-3. 

• How would you define a hypocrite, or what might this look like today? 

• Why does Jesus refer to yeast?  What meaning does this carry? 

• How can we be ‘on our guard’ against the influence of individuals, whole systems of 

thought, or whole groups of people? 

• What concerns do you have with the values of our culture now? 

• Why does Jesus say that hypocrisy will be revealed?  How is this helpful or scary? 

 

Fear God only, and know His love for you 

Read Luke 12:4-7 

• A significant cause of hypocrisy is fear.  Why does fear often drive hypocrisy?  What 

can be done to address the fear that people may feel? 

• Why does Jesus put fearing God and the love of God together in this passage?  

Why, do you think, both are important? 
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• Does anything stand out to you here about fearing God, or about the love of God? 

Confess Christ with the help of the Holy Spirit 

Read Luke 12:8-12 

• When might confessing Christ openly help block hypocrisy, and when might it 

encourage hypocrisy? 

• What do you find encouraging about the work of the Holy Spirit in verse 12?  Do you 

have any personal experience of this? 

• How can we live more fully for God, and not to be like the crowds or the Pharisees? 

• How can we identify hypocrisy in ourselves and address it? 

 

 


