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Small Group Notes Sunday 18 October 2020 

No obstacles – 2 Cor 6:3-13  

When you think about people you have known, that didn’t want to become a Christian, 
what were the reasons that they gave? 
 
What obstacles can you think of when it comes to people coming to Christ?   
What can we do about these obstacles? 
 
Paul’s goal in today’s passage is to not be an obstacle to people coming to Christ.  In verse 3-
4 he lays out his goal.  In verses 4-5 Paul describes his sufferings (which will make sense as 
we go on).  In verses 6-7 he talks about his character.  Lastly in verses 8-10 he mentions 
several paradoxes that are at work. 
Read 2 Cor 6:3-10.  What can you see about the structure in what Paul has written? 
 
Paul’s sufferings 
Paul can commend himself, and those with him, because his motivation is pure. 
4b - in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; 5  in beatings, imprisonments 
and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger;  
 
What is Paul’s motivation in sharing Christ? 
How does his suffering help his argument? 
 
Cultural note – The Sophists - Paul, in 1 Cor and 2 Cor, is often being compared to the 
Sophists.  Several times in this letter this is playing in the background.  They were travelling 
teachers that earned their money going from place to place.  They were eloquent.  Their 
morals were adaptable so that they could bend to their desires of their audience. 
Paul couldn’t compete with their skill.  While the Sophists came with crowds, wealth and 
strength… Paul came in weakness with the gospel. 
The motivation of the Sophists was not pure.  Paul could show, however, that his motivation 
was pure. 
When have you seen examples of Christians sharing Christ with impure motivations?  What 
reasons would someone have to share Christ that don’t feel right? 
What should our motivation be?  Why should we share Christ with others? 
 
Paul’s Character 
Paul can commend himself, and those with him, because they are striving to be like Christ. 
6  in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; 7  in 
truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand 
and in the left;  
 
Read 2 Cor 6:6-7 slowly.  What character trait stands out to you?  Why does Paul mention 
these things? 
Why, do you think, our character is so important? 
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Do you need to be perfect to share Christ?  Why or why not?  What do people need to see? 
Why does God choose to make his appeal to humanity through us? 
 
Paul was a paradox 
Be a paradox in this world. 
8  through glory and dishonour, bad report and good report; genuine, yet regarded as 
impostors; 9  known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet 
not killed; 10  sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, 
and yet possessing everything.  
 
Read 2 Cor 6:8-10 – Consider the paradoxes in this passage.  Which stand out to you?  Why? 
 
I don’t mean that your goal should be to confuse people.  Instead there are things about us 
for which the only explanation is that you are a Christian. 
 
Be a paradox in this world.   
What examples did you see, in lockdown, of Christians living out their faith? 
What might this look like for us? 
How do we balance moderation and wisdom, with passion and mission?  How do we know 
that we are properly living out our faith in this tension? 


