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6 Dec 2020 – Small Group Notes 

 If I Must Boast 

 
Today’s passage oozes with sarcasm. 

Read the entire passage to get an overview (2 Cor 11:16-33). 

 

• Where do you think Paul is being literal or using hyperbole? 

• Why, do you think, the natural understanding of greatness, and the biblical 

understanding of greatness are so different from each other? 

 

Society pushes us to want to win the race, be the prettiest, have the most… God wants 

us to be who he made us to be, to live out his calling on our lives, and to live for more 

than just this world. 

 

• Where do you see society’s influence in this direction?  What concerns do you 

have about this? 

 

 

Paul Mocks their wrong understanding of leadership/ greatness 

Read 2 Cor 11:19-21 

 

Paul uses some themes through his writing here.  Themes such as foolish vs wise and 

weak vs strong.   

 

• What can you see about how he uses these?  What, do you think, he is trying to 

do? 

 

Look at the verbs in verse 20.  This is an extreme list.   

 

• Why would he describe the people he is being compared to in this way? 

 

• How would you describe the wrong understanding of greatness and leadership 

that the Corinthians might have, or that you see generally in the world today? 

 

A drive to be the best can help people, but it can also destroy.  

 

• How have you seen this?  How can we have healthy ambition, or is there no 

such thing? 

 

 

In modern times our understanding of leadership has been tempered by Christian 

values.   

 

• Where have you seen this?  Where has this not gone far enough? 
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The greatness that Paul and Jesus challenges people to is radically counter-intuitive.  

As an example of this read Mt 20:20-28. 

 

• What do you see that is interesting about the situation? 

• What do you see in Jesus’ response? 

• What does it mean to be truly great?  Where does strength to be this way 

come from? 

 

 

The Fools Speech: True Devotion is Shown in Willing to be Weak being willing to 

Suffer 

Read 2 Cor 11:21b-32 

 

• What do you notice in these verses?  What is meaningful or shocking to you? 

 

Paul isn’t boasting about things that people would normally boast about.  

 

• Why, do you think, he is doing this? 

 

Paul’s willingness to suffer shows how genuine his heart is.  The people he is being 

compared to likely wouldn’t have had the same drive. 

 

It is like what Jesus says about the shepherd vs the hired hand. 

Read John 10:11-13 

 

• What examples can you think of that might illustrate the difference between a 

shepherd and a hired hand? 

• When should we be like the shepherd?  What makes the difference? 

 

Where are you tempted to chase after a worldly understanding of greatness? 

As was said earlier… ‘Society pushes us to want to win the race, be the prettiest, have 

the most… God wants us to be who he made us to be, to live out his calling on our 

lives, and to live for more than just this world.’ 

 

• How do we move from a worldly understanding of greatness to what we see in 

the Bible? 

 

• What are you called to?  Where would you say that you are a shepherd, not a 

hired hand? 

 

When we get to heaven, some people will be celebrated… that this world didn’t 

celebrate. 

 

• Can you think of any examples of people that were truly great (in biblical 

terms) that this world didn’t celebrate? 


