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Eco Church 2021  
The World, Our Soul, Our Future 

Small Group Notes 
 

There are many different issues when it comes to caring for creation.  Which issue do you 

most connect with and why? 

• When have you seen the misuse of creation most clearly?  What do you see? 

• Why do you think large scale issues are easier to go unnoticed? 

Often, we have an understanding of the world, the soul, and the future that is more simple 

than what we find in scripture.  There are common understandings of these things that can 

be harmless, but don’t provide a good foundation for a Christian’s call to care for creation. 

The World 

Read Romans 8:18-25 

• What do you see about creation here that surprises you? 

• What here might encourage us to care for creation? 

• Where else in scripture value given to what God has created? 

Read Isaiah 65:17-25 

• What imagery about heaven do you like in this passage, or what do you find 

confusing? 

• How is this a more physical picture of heaven than we are used to?  Why would this 

be? 

Your Soul 

In scripture we find that the soul is meant to be embodied.   

• Where have you seen the view that your soul lives on, unburdened by a body? 

Read 1 Cor 15:35-44 

• Why is it helpful to know that we will have spiritual bodies at the resurrection?   

• How does this affect our understanding of caring for creation? 

The language we often use is about the soul going to heaven when people die.  The biblical 

picture is that when people die they are with God and will be raised when Jesus comes 

again. 
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Your Future 

The biblical picture is not of us going to heaven, and the earth being discarded.  Instead, it 

is of heaven coming to earth. 

Read Isaiah 65:17 

Read Revelation 21:1-3 

• Why, do you think, Isaiah and Revelation give us this picture of heaven and earth 

both being remade and brought together? 

• How does this affect our understanding of caring for creation? 

In the sermon a logical line of argument was shared with criticism for it being a shallow 

understanding of what we find in scripture.  That portion of the sermon is here in case it 

would be interesting to look at as a small group. 

This life is short.  We are to number our days (Ps 90). [biblical] 

As Christians we have been given the gospel to proclaim and a person’s eternal 

destination depends on how they respond to the gospel. [biblical] 

For this reason, our primary goal should be to declare the gospel. [red flags] 

Any other goals should be discarded in service to this primary goal. [serious red flags] 

This world is temporary.  We are living for heaven. 

Your soul is the part of you that will go to heaven, so it is the only thing that really matters. 

[red flags] 

Anything in this world should be sacrificed in order to help people get into heaven. [biblical 

with some red flags] 

Most of that is true, but the parts that aren’t true make a big difference when we think 

about caring for creation.  The view I have just shared is an oversimplification of what we 

find in scripture. 

In this model we have a divine spark that will live on [red flag], and this physicality is meant 

to be discarded when we die [red flag].  The physical world is evil [red flag].  The soul is 

ideally meant to live free of such trappings [red flag].  Heaven is therefore angels on clouds 

and whatever you dream it to be! [red flags all over the place] 

A biblical understanding of the world, your soul, and your future come together in a way 

that affirms the physical nature of this world.  What God created is good, your soul is 

meant to be embodied, and what has been revealed about heaven and earth will come 

together and our experience there will be much more tangible than is often thought.  All of 

this provides a foundation for saying that how we live in this world, and how we treat this 

world matters to God and should matter to us. 


