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Spoiled Stupid Ezekiel 28:1-19 –  

Small Group Notes - 31 Jan 2021 

–  
 

 

The talk was titled ‘spoiled stupid’ due to how we can become so spoiled that we become 

stupid in that we, as creature turn on our creator. 

 

• When have you seen an example of someone being spoiled in a way that surprised 

you? 

 

• Have you ever come to realize that you were spoiled?  Do you have an example 

you would be willing to share? 

 

Our passage focuses on the failure of the King of Tyre, but it also connects with the fall of 

Satan.  The seed of their failure might live in all of us, although to a lesser degree, and in 

honoring God it should not. 

 

In the book of Ezekiel… We have prophecy against Judah in chapters 1-24, at the end of 

chapter 24 Jerusalem is under siege from the king of Babylon, in chapters 25-32 we get 

prophecy about foreign nations- 25-32, then in chapter 33 Jerusalem will fall to the 

Babylonians, and from there we get prophecies about future restoration and the temple. 

 

A key phrase that comes up over and over in the middle section of Ezekiel is ‘then you will 

know that I am the LORD’. 

 

• What does God’s judgment say to the nations of this time?  What does it help them 

know?  How is being aware of God’s judgment good for us? 

 

Four pitfalls for the King of Tyre. 

In whatever way God has blessed you, be careful, that is also a place where pride can 

creep in.  Easier to see these pitfalls in someone else.  Harder to see it in ourselves. 

Your strengths can be your greatest flaws. 

 

Position is dangerous, or power is dangerous. 

Read Ezekiel 28:1-2 

Tyre was a walled island.  They were rich and strong in Old Testament times. The ships of 

Tyre ruled the seas, and their trade brought wealth.  In the time of Alexander the Great, 

Tyre was destroyed, and has not since been rebuilt (fulfilling the prophecy in Ezekiel). 

 

• Why is position, or power, so dangerous? 

 

• How can you have position or power, without it going to your head? 
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Wisdom is dangerous. 

Read Ezekiel 28:4-5 (focus on wisdom and skill) 

 

• Have you ever seen someone who thought they were so smart that it drew them 

away from God?   

 

• Do you have any examples you can share? 

 

• Why would this happen? 

 

Money is dangerous. 

Read Ezekiel 28:4-5 (focus on wealth) 

We see this across scripture as well.   

• Where in scripture can you think of warnings around the influence of money? 

 

Studies have shown that people who own expensive cars are statistically not as 

nice on the roads. 

.   

• Can you think of any other similar examples? 

 

• Why would this be? 

 

• Why is money so dangerous? 

 

• How can you have money without it affecting your heart? 

 

Beauty is dangerous. 

Read Ezekiel 28:11-12, and 17 

• Why, do you think, that beauty is dangerous? 

 

Your heart became proud. 

Position / Wisdom and skill / Money / Beauty can be good… but can become corrupt as we 

become proud. 

Let’s pause for a moment.   

 

• Think for a moment to yourself: which of these are a temptation to you?  In a 

prayerful moment let’s bring this to God. 

 

King of Tyre compared to Satan. 

Read Ezekiel 28:11-19 

 

• What of this passage is about the King of Tyre, and what is about Satan?  Why 

would it be written this way? 

 

• Much of this passage could sound like a compliment.  It is a very generous 

description.  Why would this be? 
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Christians in previous centuries took pride much more seriously than we do today.   

 

• Can you think of any examples of this? 

 

• What is a right or wrong understanding of pride or humility?  How can we be aware 

of God’s gifts to us, while also being humble? 

 

• How do we guard our hearts against pride, while also growing the gifts that God has 

placed within us? 

 

The sermon concluded with the illustration of our lives being like an axe in the hands of 

God. 

 

As Samuel Brengle once said, “The axe cannot boast of the trees it has cut down.  It could 

do nothing but for the woodsman.  He made it, he sharpened it, and he used it.  The 

moment he throws it aside, it becomes only old iron.  O that I may never lose sight of this.” 

 

• How do we keep this perspective in our minds, or do you have any ideas that help 

your thinking in this way? 


